THERE ARE MEN ON THE MOON
THEY ARE FROM THE FUTURE
AND THEY CHANGED HISTORY.
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THEeA TRUTH BEHIND EVERY UFRACUNSRRANORMAL
ENGINTER AND SUPERNATURAL RNOMANSTIORY.

Written by: Annette Basile
FILM INK MAGAZINBUSTRALIA

Not all sci-fi fans are conspiracy nuts and space buffs, yet there's an undeniable chunk of common ground and
if just one of those cultish areas deeply appeals, you'll probably adore Lunopolis. If, however, two or more of those

subjects - especially conspiracy yarns - occupy your florid imagination, this may well be the film you've been waiting for
since you were 13 years old. Really.

Barely 10 minutes in and debut writer/director/co-star Matthew Avant has
referenced the Roswell incident, Men in Black and other touchstones of the
unexplained. Many more are to come as this fiction documentary set in 2012
{when else?) charts an investigation sparked by a desperate call to a conspiracy
radio show. What follows is tense and genuinely creepy at times - scarier than
any horror flick - as the investigators discover a strange and powerful
contraption, then twist and turn through an all-encompassing conspiracy. But
there's a sense of irony here...

.t is a serious film but there are moments of satire and humor as
Lunopolis moves towards an unforgettable Rubik's Cube of a finale. In the
build up to the climactic last scenes, a massive information download given
by talking head experts is so mind-bending and exciting that Lunopolis will
leave you wanting to watch it again before it's even finished.

dintelligent & Thought Provoking.
-Jared MobarakyWordpress.com
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Smack bang in the middle of Lunopolis is one of Science Fiction's favorite themes, and somewhere in its

architecture may lay the inspirational seed from one of Sci-Fi's greatest novels. Suffice to say, no unexplained stone is left
unturned - you name it, it's here: from Area 51 through to the lost city of Atlantis to, surprisingly, Scientology (which
provides a kind of template for the films mysterious, hilariously named Church Of Lunology). The narrative is rich, and
that Avant has managed to weave all these crazy threads into an entertaining and coherent whole is an achievement in
itself.

In the current issue of FILMINK, he explains how he wanted to
connect all conspiracy theories into a giant writhing paranoid whole.
works. He takes ideas that those damn skeptics scoff at and makes
them highly convincing. Low budget, high concept, extremely well

made for the money; Lunopolis is manna from heaven
for the conspiracy trainspotter.
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GThis is Science Fiction for the big boy€an and does stand up t

the bestof-the-best in both SeFi literature and cinemé.
-Michael Kenneth, Maverick Movie Awards

Written by: Hoyt Harris
KATC TYABC, U.S.

Wrapped in a documentary-style surface, LUNOPOLIS showcases
Avant's talent for building suspense from a you-are-there, creepy
perspective: Lunologists in rumpled white shirts and skinny black ties
closing in--like the automatons they are--on our pair of heroes as they
discover a time-machine in a dark, foreboding under-swamp vault.

LUNOPOLIS trades in conspiracy theories {(name just one; it's probably included), a gloss on Scientology and UFOs,
the Mayan calendar, déja vu, even things that—interdimensionally--go bump in the night. What ties these seemingly
disparate mysteries together--and ultimately sells the story--is the centerpiece of LUNOPOLIS: a methodical explanation
by moon escapee David James (Dave Potter, in one of the movie's many solid performances). In a whisky-smooth
Southern voice, his down-home explanation visualized by deft animated graphics, brings this perhaps cockamamie-

sounding tale into understandable and--dare I say it?--plausible focus.
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LUNOPOLIS recently took Best Director at the Fantastic Planet
Film Festival in Sydney Australia, Best Science Fiction Screenplay
at the International Horror & Sci-Fi Film festival in Phoenix, and
Best Screenplay at the Maverick Movie Awards (also nominated
in six other categories, including Best Picture, Best Director, Best
Soundtrack and Best Supporting Actor for Dave Potter). The
film also won the Vision Award at the Neo-Relix Film Festival

and has been requested to screen in Australia, London, Brazil,

South Korea, Israel, and more.

Among many other things, LUNOPOLIS tells you once and for all what
Ben Franklin, Napoleon, Isaac Newton, Plato, William Shakespeare and
Jesus Christ have in common with a translucent rock of glowing green. The
public should only hope that this film, not yet released, soon will be.
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Awith the wildly inventive LUNOPOLIS, debut filmmaker Matthe

Avant has crafted a work of canny, Aloudgetbrilliance £
-Katarina Sakkas, Film Ink Magazine

CONTACT THIMMAKER

This film is complete and the producers are currently secking distribution opportunities. For more information please
visit the official site at www.lunopolis.com, or contact us through the information listed below. Thank you for your
time, and your interest in the film. We look forward to speaking with you very soon!

Matthew J. Avant Michael David Weis
Writer / Director / Producer Associate Producer / PR
matt@mediasavantllc.com md@confidencebay.com
337.349.4657 512.695.5894
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SHOOT THE

MOON

With the wildly inventive sci-fi conspiracy thriller
LUNOPOLIS, debut filmmaker MATTHEW AVANT has
erofted o work of canny, no-budget brillionce.

BY KATERINA SAKKAS

he moon is the centrepiece of all conspiracy,”
says Matthew Avant, writer-director of the new
science fiction uber-conspiracy flick Lumopols
Though they occurmed before he was bom, it was
the Apollo moan landings that sparked Avant’s long 1erm
fascination with conspiracy theories. ™l read a lot about
NASA and the moon progeamme, and the first conspiracy
thaory that | ever heard accused the entire moon landing
of being & hoar," the director explains. Bothered that
there were those who could doubt the event’s veracity,
especially in the face of filmed evidence, Avant attempted
1o learn all that he possibly could about the hoax theories
in &n effort to understand them. This led to the greater
realisation that there were conspiracy theories surrounding
“...everything. Moan theares led to UFD theories, which
led to time traved thearies, which led to 2012 theones.
Since | was now spending something of a lfetime
researching the subject, | pursued the question that |
always wanted to have answered: could there be a single.
unifying bond = & ‘missing link’ = that connects all these
conspiracies together? And if zo0, what would that be?”
Lunopolis is Avant’s answer to that question, His
first fictional feature, the film follows, mockumentary-

but that was never really paid attention f0.” He also

drew on elements of the Mormen, Cathalic and Baptist
religions, secret societies like the Freemasons, and his own
BXPEMENcas growing up in a religious family that moved
around America. “Through all of these organisations, therg
is a certain consistency in the actions and attitudes of the
followers, and as far as doctrings go, Scientology is by far
the mast mysterious, and therefore the most fascinating,”
he says, "There is a large shroud of mystery around the
organisation that leaves you wondering what the big secret
really iz, | wanted to tap into that part of the human psyche
that wants a simple explanation for everything, but is

MATTHEW AVANT - LUNOPOLS

A% 15 mot uncommon in independent filmmaking,
Avant had a high level of invehement with kis project,
contributing to the sound, edifing and art direction as well
as writing, directing and acting in Lunapolks, Given financial
constraints, it was a necessary but frustrating process.
“When you take on multiple tasks, you know that whatever
you aren'T doing at any given time is being sacrficed for
what you are doing. and in the edit you constanthy find
yoursedf having to fill those cracks,” Avant says. It's a
testament to Lunopals” imventiveness that it makes its
rather rough-around-the-edges style a virtue rather than
a vice

‘I WANTED TO TAP INTO THAT PART OF THE HUMAN PSYCHE THAT WANTS A SIMPLE
EXPLANATION FOR EVERYTHING, BUT IS SIMULTANEOUSLY TERRIFIED OF WHAT IT MAY BE."

style, the consequences arising when two paranormal
investigators (played by Avant and Hal Maynor) discover
a strange maching in an underwater warghouse. Little

do they knowe that thedr find is of crucial impartance not
only to varnous shady entities, but possibly to the future
of the world itself, The shadiest entity in Lunopalis is the
riysteriows Church OF Lunology, an organisation that bears
more than a passing resemilance to Tom Cruise’s refigion
of choice, Avant chose Scientology as the partial maodel
for his fictional church due 10 the area that it occupies on
the edge of mainstream consciousness. "l wanted the
Church OF Lunology to seem familiar to the audience in

a Haven't-l-heard-of-that?’ sort of way,” he explains, "It
needed it to feel ke something that was always thera,

simultaneously terrified of what it may be.”

Avant always wanted 1o be a stonytellern. Graduating
from & gig as a teenager producing cheap ads for the
radio station that his parents ran in Lafayette, Louisiana,
he moved into full-time television production work, Aftar
a decade in the business, Avant decided to leave and
establish his own film production company. The director
credits Frank Darabont’s The Shawshank Redemption with
setting him on the filmmaking path, Impressing him with its
considerable scope on a relatively small budget, the much
foved movie alerted Avant to how important every elemant
of the filmmaking process is in creating a powerful whole.
He particularly admires filmmakers like Quentin Tarantino
and Christopher Nolan, who direct their own scripts,

LUNOPOLIiS.COM

Already at work on a new project (“as onginal as
Lunapalis™), Avant leoks forward to exploring many
different styles of storytefling in film. *| want to write
stories that keep you thinking,” he says. “It"s been fun with
Lunopafiz because once you introduce people to that new
playaround of thought, you can watch where they no with
it on their own. Maybe that will go on to inspire new ideas,
and that would be a tremendous honour.”

Lunopolis will screen at The Fantastic Planet Sydney
Sci-Fi & Fantasy Film Festival, which runs from
October 29 to November 5. For more information,
visit www. fantasticplanetfilmfestival.com, B







